Key Site 34: Scott Inlet, Nunavut

Location: 71°3'17"N, 71°17'15"W
Size: 408 km?

Description: Scott Inlet is located on the east coast
of Baffin Island, about 120 km north of Clyde River
(Kangiqtugaapik). Scott Island, approximately 11
km long, is in the centre of Scott Inlet. A descrip-
tion of this key terrestrial habitat site is found in
Alexander et al. (1991) and Latour et al. (2008).

Scott Inlet lies in the High Arctic oceanographic
zone (Nettleship and Evans 1985). Over winter,

open water develops parallel to the eastern and
southeastern coast of Bylot Island (Smith and Rigby
1981). Recurring offshore leads form in sea ice off
Scott Inlet, with a relatively narrow band of land-
fastice, although this may vary greatly among years
(McLaren 1982). The floe edge is usually not far from
shore. However, landfast ice forms in the inlet and
along the eastern Baffin Island shore. Shore leads
open as early as February but may close again in April
or May (Smith and Rigby 1981). Ice breakup may not
occur until July, and freeze-up begins in late October.

Precision and Correction of Abundance
Estimates Presented: Abundance estimates pre-
sented for this key habitat site have not been adjusted
to account for incomplete detection or other biases.
Abundance estimates should, therefore, be treated as
minimum estimates.

Biological Value: King Eiders (Somateria specta-
bilis) and Common Eiders (S. mollissima borealis)

may congregate along the ice edge during migration,
usually in May (McLaren and McLaren 1982). Up to
25,000 migrating eiders have been observed along the
eastern Bylot Island and north Baffin Island region
during migration (McLaren and Renaud 1979).

Sensitivities: Sea ducks are sensitive to disturbance
at their colonies and to the pollution of offshore
waters.

Potential Conflicts: Baffin Bay and Davis Strait
have potential to become marine shipping routes and
areas of hydrocarbon exploration and development
(Imperial Oil Ltd. 1978, Petro-Canada Ltd. 1979,
Arctic Council 2009). In 2016 Canada designated

the Arctic waters indefinitely off limits to new oft-
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shore oil and gas activities and in 2019 suspended the
terms of all active oil and gas licenses in the western
and eastern Arctic offshore areas. Baffin Bay is also
of increasing importance as a tourist destination for
cruise ships (Hall and Johnston 1995, Wakelyn 2001),
although Scott Inlet is rarely visited by cruise ships.
Oil spills associated with drilling or shipping activi-
ties could endanger large numbers of sea ducks and
pollute their feeding areas.

Status: Scott Inlet is an Important Bird Area in
Canada (NUO070; CEC 1999) and a Key Marine
Habitat Site (Site 18; Mallory and Fontaine 2004).
Surrounding coastlines include crown and Inuit-
owned lands, while the marine waters fall under
federal jurisdiction.

Literature Cited

Alexander, S. A, R. S. Ferguson, and K. J.
McCormick. 1991. Key migratory bird terres-
trial habitat sites in the Northwest Territories.
Canadian Wildlife Service Occasional Paper No.
71, Ottawa.

Atlas of Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites in North America 123



Arctic Council. 2009. Arctic Marine Shipping
Assessment. 2009 Report. https:/www.pmel.
noaa.gov/arctic-zone/detect/documents/
AMSA _ 2009 _Report_2nd_print.pdf.

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC).
1999. North American Important Bird Areas.
Commission for Environmental Cooperation,
Montreal. 359 pp. (see also www.ibacanada.com).

Hall, C. M., and M. E. Johnston. 1995. Polar tour-
ism: Tourism in the Arctic and Antarctic regions.
Wiley & Sons, New York.

Imperial Oil Ltd. 1978. Environmental impact
statement for exploratory drilling in Davis Strait
region. Unpublished report, Imperial Oil Ltd.,
Aquitaine Co. Canada Ltd., and Canada Cities
Services Ltd. 31 pp.

Latour, P. B,,J. Leger, J. E. Hines, M. L. Mallory, D.
L. Mulders, H. G. Gilchrist, P. A. Smith, and D.
L. Dickson. 2008. Key migratory bird terrestrial
habitat sites in the Northwest Territories and
Nunavut. Canadian Wildlife Service Occasional
Paper No. 114.

Mallory, M. L., and A. J. Fontaine. 2004. Key marine
habitat sites for migratory birds in Nunavut and
the Northwest Territories. Canadian Wildlife
Service Occasional Paper No. 109, Iqaluit.

McLaren, P. L. 1982. Spring migration and habitat
use by seabirds in eastern Lancaster Sound and
western Baffin Bay. Arctic 35:88-111.

McLaren, P. L.,and M. A. McLaren. 1982.
Waterfowl populations in eastern Lancaster
Sound and western Baffin Bay. Arctic 35:149-157.

McLaren, P. L., and W. E. Renaud. 1979.
Distribution of sea-associated birds in northwest
Baffin Bay and adjacent waters, May—October
1978. Vols. 1 and 2. Unpublished report, LGL
Ltd. environmental research associates for Petro-
Canada, Calgary. 312 pp.

Nettleship, D. N.,and P. J. Evans. 1985.
Distribution and status of the Atlantic Alcidae.
In D. N. Nettleship and T. R. Birkhead (eds.),
The Atlantic Alcidae, pp. 53-154. Academic
Press, London, U.K.

Petro-Canada Ltd. 1979. Initial environmental
assessment. Proposed Baffin Bay exploratory
drilling program. Unpublished report, Petro-
Canada Ltd., Calgary. 414 pp.

Smith, M., and B. Rigby. 1981. Distribution of
polynyas in the Canadian Arctic. InI. Stirling
and H. Cleator (eds.), Polynyas in the Canadian
Arctic, pp. 7-28. Canadian Wildlife Service
Occasional Paper No. 45, Ottawa.

Wakelyn, L. 2001. Implications for ship-based
tourism for CWS protected areas and other key
migratory bird habitat sites in the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut. Unpublished report,
Canadian Wildlife Service, Yellowknife.

124 Atlas of Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites in North America


https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/arctic-zone/detect/documents/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf
https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/arctic-zone/detect/documents/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf
https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/arctic-zone/detect/documents/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf
http://www.ibacanada.com

	Eastern Canadian Arctic and Hudson Bay Key Sites
	Key Site 26: Southwestern Hudson Bay, Manitoba and Ontario
	Key Site 27: Western James Bay, Ontario, and Nunavut
	Key Site 28: Southeast James Bay, Quebec
	Key Site 29: Northeast James Bay and Adjacent Coastal Lowlands, Quebec
	Key Site 30: Belcher Islands, Nunavut
	Key Site 31: Sleeper Islands, Nunavut
	Key Site 32: Nastapoka Islands and Lac Guillaume-Delisle, Quebec
	Key Site 33: Buchan Gulf, Nunavut
	Key Site 34: Scott Inlet, Nunavut
	Key Site 35: Markham Bay, Nunavut
	Key Site 36: Frobisher Bay, Nunavut
	Key Site 37: Ungava Bay, Quebec
	Key Site 38: Killiniq Island-Button Islands, Nunavut





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		narrative_site34_508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



