Key Site 47: Northeast Avalon, Newfoundland

Location: 47°45'21"N, 52°40'16"W
Size: 157 km?

Description: This key site is located at the north-
ern end and eastern side of the Avalon Peninsula

in southeast Newfoundland. The southern edge

of the key area begins near the coast at Logy Bay
(approximately 25 km north of the capital city of

St. John’s) and continues north and northwest to
Cape St. Francis at the northern tip of the penin-
sula. Conception Bay lies to the west and the open
Atlantic Ocean to the east. The area has numer-
ous coves, shoals, and offshore rocks, and seaice is
present during most winters. The area is part of the
Northern Grand Banks marine ecoregion where
cold waters of the Labrador Current mix with warm
waters of the Gulf Stream. The Grand Banks are one
of the richest fishing grounds in the world (Park and
Mercier 2014).

Precision and Correction of Abundance Estimates
Presented: Abundance estimates presented for

this key habitat site have been adjusted to account

for observer error in flock size estimation following
methods developed by Bordage et al. (1998).

Biological Value: This area is primarily important
for wintering Common Eiders (Somateria mollis-
sima). Winter surveys conducted in this area by the
Canadian Wildlife Service produced estimates rang-
ing from 3589 individuals in 2012 to 41,189 individ-
uals in 2015 (Canadian Wildlife Service Waterfowl
Committee 2020). Over six years of winter survey
data (surveys were conducted in 2003, 2006, 2009,
2012, 2015, and 2018), an average of 15,557 individ-
uals were estimated in this area (Canadian Wildlife
Service Waterfowl Committee 2020).

Historical data suggest that about 75% of the eiders
wintering in this area are Northern Common Eider
(Somateria mollissima borealis) with the remaining
being American Common Eiders (Somateria mol-
lissima dresseri) and small numbers of King Eiders
(Somateria spectabilis; Gilliland and Robertson
2009). This represents about 5.6% of the continental
population of Northern Common Eiders (NAWMP
2012). Flocks of up to 5000 eiders (approximately
1.7% of the borealis subspecies) have been observed

52°45'W 52°30'W
40N F T T 3 480N

LB NF

NS

Atlantic
Ocean

Cape St.
Francis

47°45'N | q 47°45'N

Bay Sugarloaf
/ Head
NL
47°30N | e i j| 47°30N

5 St John's

L
52°45'W 52°30'W

in the waters off Cape St. Francis prior to spring
migration (Russell and Fifield 2001).

Other sea duck species that use this area include
Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus),
Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis), Common
Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula), Common
Merganser (Mergus merganser), and Red-breasted
Merganser (Mergus serrator) (eBird 2020).

Sensitivities: Waterfowl can be sensitive to small
vessel and ship traffic. Wintering eiders aggregate

in dense flocks and, depending on sea ice condi-
tions, hunting pressure can be intense in this area
(Gilliland and Robertson 2009, Gilliland et al. 2009).
Unintentional introduction of invasive species in this
area could influence food resource availability and
quality. Oil spills, both catastrophic and chronic,
can have severe impacts on sea ducks. There is his-
torical documentation of oil spills affecting Common
Eiders and other water bird species in the nearshore
waters of southeastern Newfoundland (Wiese and
Ryan 2003, Robertson et al. 2014).
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Potential Conflicts: Heavy shipping traffic into St.

John’s Harbor may increase the risk of disturbance
and oil spills, and bird collisions with vessels in
this area.

Status: There is one Important Bird Area (IBA) in

this key area: Cape St. Francis IBA (IBA Canada 2021).

This IBA is considered continentally significant for
congregatory species including Common Eider.

Literature Cited

Bordage, D., N. Plante, A. Bourget, and S. Paradis.
1998. Use of ratio estimators to estimate the size
of common eider populations in winter. Journal
of Wildlife Management 62:185-192.

Canadian Wildlife Service Waterfowl Committee.
2020. Population Status of Migratory Game

Birds in Canada. November 2019. CWS
Migratory Birds Regulatory Report Number 52.

eBird. 2020. eBird: An online database of bird
distribution and abundance [web application].
eBird, Ithaca, New York. http://www.ebird.org.
(Accessed April 20, 2020).

Gilliland, S. G., H. G. Gilchrist, R. F. Rockwell, G.
J. Robertson, J.-P. L. Savard, F. Merkel, and A.
Mosbech. 2009. Evaluating the sustainability
of harvest among Northern Common Eiders
in Greenland and Canada. Wildlife Biology
15:24-36.

Gilliland, S., and G. Robertson. 2009. Composition
of eiders harvested in Newfoundland.
Northeastern Naturalist 16:501-518. https://doi.
org/10.1656/045.016.n402.

Important Bird Areas (IBA) Canada. 2021. Cape St.
Francis, Pouch Cove, Newfoundland. https://
ibacanada.org/mobile/site.jsp?siteID=NF021.

North American Waterfowl Management Plan
(NAWMP). 2012. North American Waterfowl
Management Plan: People conserving waterfowl
and wetlands. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Arlington, VA. https://nawmp.org/content/
north-american-waterfowl-management-plan.

Park, L. E., and F. Mercier. 2014. Incorporating
Representativity into Marine Protected Area
network design in the Newfoundland-Labrador
Shelves Bioregion. Ecosystems Management
Publication Series (No. 0010), Newfoundland
and Labrador Region. https://waves-vagues.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/Library/354851.pdf.

Robertson, G.]J., S. G. Gilliland, P. C. Ryan, J.
Dussureault, K. Power, and B. C. Turner. 2014.
Mortality of Common Eider, Somateria mol-
lissima (Linnaeus, 1758), and other water birds
during two inshore oiling events in southeastern
Newfoundland, 2005 and 2006. Canadian Field-
Naturalist 128:235-242.

Russell J., and D. Fifield. 2001. Marine Bird
Important Bird Areas on the northeastcCoast
of Newfoundland: Conservation concerns
and potential strategies. Can. Nature Fed.,
Bird Studies Can., Natural History Society of
Newfoundland and Labrador, 124 pp.

Wiese, F. K., and P. C. Ryan. 2003. The extent of
chronic marine oil pollution in southeastern
Newfoundland waters assessed through beached
bird surveys 1984-1999. Marine Pollution
Bulletin 46:1090-1101.

Atlas of Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites in North America 159


http://www.ebird.org
https://bioone.org/search?author=Scott_G._Gilliland
https://bioone.org/search?author=Gregory_J._Robertson
https://doi.org/10.1656/045.016.n402
https://doi.org/10.1656/045.016.n402
https://ibacanada.org/mobile/site.jsp?siteID=NF021
https://ibacanada.org/mobile/site.jsp?siteID=NF021
https://nawmp.org/content/north-american-waterfowl-management-plan
https://nawmp.org/content/north-american-waterfowl-management-plan
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/Library/354851.pdf
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/Library/354851.pdf

	5 Atlantic Canada_158
	Atlantic Canada Key Sites
	Key Site 47: Northeast Avalon, Newfoundland


	5 Atlantic Canada_159
	Atlantic Canada Key Sites
	Key Site 47: Northeast Avalon, Newfoundland






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		narrative_site47_508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

