
Surf Scoter Female Plumage 

AHY females; Feb-March:  (dark belly, no notched tail feathers, white nape variable 

(may be smaller for SY F), bursa depth <15mm or absent for ASY, >15mm for SY) 

     

   

     

 



  Surf Scoter Female Plumage 

HY females; Feb-March:  (light belly, probable notched tail feathers, no white nape, 

bursa depth >15mm) 
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Surf Scoter Male Plumage 

AHY Males; Feb-March:  (dark belly, no notched tail feathers, large white nape, 

forehead patch large, bursa depth <15mm or absent) 

     

 

SY Males; Feb-March:  (dark belly, no notched tail feathers, large white nape, forehead 

patch smaller or absent, bursa depth >15mm) 

      

 

  



HY Males; Feb-March:  (light belly, probable notched tail feathers, white nape variable 

or absent, forehead patch absent, bill paler, bursa depth >15mm) 

      

   

 

 


